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out any of the foundations of a true historical
analogy. The differences between the two cases
are obvious, and they go to the heart of the
matter. For instance, the men who came to the
top of affairs In France were saturated both with
speculative unbelief for one thing, and with active
hatred of the Church for another. In Ireland,
on the contrary, there is no speculative unbelief,
as O'Connell used so constantly to boast; and
the Church being poor, voluntary, and intensely
national and popular, has nourished none of
those gross and swollen abuses which provoked
the not unreasonable animosity of revolutionary
France. In truth, it is with precisely as much
or as little reason that most of the soothsayers
and prognosticators of evil take the directly
opposite line. Instead of France these persons
choose, as they have an equally good right to do,
to look for precedents to Spain, Belgium, or
South America. Why not? They assure ns,
in their jingling phrase, that Home Rule means
Rome Rule, that the priests will be the masters,
and that Irish autonomy is only another name
for the reign of bigotry, superstition, and obscu-
rantism. One of these two mutually destructive